
Education

HARVARD T.H. CHAN SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
ScD Candidate in Social & Behavioral Sciences, ‘20
My dissertation is unorthodox in that is composed of 3 separate 
ethnographies of 3 different research labs (2 at Harvard, 1 in the 
past), plus a fourth paper using psychometrics and survey data. 
These are described in more detail below using a † for indication.
Secondary Field in Critical Media Practice
I’m one of the only students from a Harvard professional/applied 
school (9%) to pursue rigorous training in the art department 
on how to use video, performance and sculpture in my research.

CUNY S. OF PUB HEALTH AT HUNTER COLLEGE
BS-MS in Nutrition & Food Science, cum laude, 09/07-05/12
Concentrated in community-based intervention and focused 
most of my energy in leading a team of student researchers.

Research Experience

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
Student Research Affiliate, Project SHINE, 6/19-Present
 - Ethnographically examining how Levi’s factory workers ex-
perience and make meaning out of program components for 
The Harvard Study of Worker Well-being in Supply Chain (e.g. how 
workers react to survey questions, survey results, or trainings),  
and examining overall implementation using sequential explana-
tory design (from surveys) to improve project processes.†
 -Using exploratory factor and cluster analysis to examine the 
structure of a theoretical construct called worker well-being.†
 -Compiling findings into presentations and reports for factory 
workers, managers and Levi Strauss Foundation executives.

Harvard Graduate School of Education
Research Assistant, Project Zero, 1/17 - 8/18
 -Coded interviews of teachers/staff in the MENASA region and 
made evidence-driven pedagogical innovation toolkits for Creating 
Communities of Innovation, a partnership with GEMS Education.

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
Research Assistant, 9/15 - 3/17
 - Led a mixed-method process evaluation of Communities for 
Healthy Living - a $3m participatory-based RCT in partnership 
with Head Start low-income childcare centers - using ground-
ed theory and phenomenology (experential) in a convergent 
mixed-method study design to collect and analyze stakeholder 
data (e.g. observations, interviews, surveys, minutes, archives).†

 - Studying the discovery/invention and translation of the Mediter-
ranean Diet in the late 1950’s using performance ethnography. †
 - Performed home visits to survey parents and weigh infants for 
Rise and SHINE, an longitudinal observational study on sleep.
 - Performed 2 mixed-method studies on 1) organizational readi-
ness at Boys & Girls Club; 2) peer influences on child activity.

CUNY School of Public Health at Hunter College
Research Project Coordinator, 2/11 - 8/14
 -Coordinated a diverse team of 10 under- and graduate students in 
the design, development, and evaluation of a participatory pho-
to-ethnographic projects in partnership with Children’s Aid Society.
 -Co-led a mixed-method evaluation of visitor engagement at the 
Children’s Museum of Manhattan and put findings into a report.

Leadership

 -Teaching Fellow for 7 Harvard College courses and 3 Har-
vard/MIT/BU graduate courses in engineering, anthropology, de-
mography, and aesthetic philosophy from ‘15 to ’20 (e.g. How to 
Create Things & Have Them Matter, The Art & Science of Making, 
Survey Methods, Theory of Participatory Action Research) and made 
a hybrid course with 3 faculty from engineering and philosophy.
 -Young Leader, World Frontiers Forum ‘17, ‘18, ‘19
 -Coordinator, Cultural & Humanitarian Agents Seminar. ‘17, ‘18
 -Panels. Harvard Film Archive ‘17, Harvard Art Museums ‘17
 -Mentor. FACETS High School Pipeline Program. ‘15, ‘16

Fellowships, Awards, Publications & Presentations

-Rose Service Learning Fellowship, Harvard Chan School, ‘19 
-New Civics Early Career Scholar, Spencer Foundation, ‘18
-The Film Study Center at Harvard, Mellon Foundation, ‘18, ‘19, ’20
 -Published 10 peer-reviewed journal articles, plus 1 under review 
and 6 articles/chapters in progress (4 invited). 
 -Presented papers/videos/posters 13+ conferences, inc. American 
Anthropological Association and Society for Visual Anthropology.

Multimedia Experience

-Podcast Host, Mediterranean Imaginaries, ‘19
-Asst. Edt. Vid. Writ., The Show About The Show (BRIC TV), 1/18-9/19 

Technical Skills
Software. Adobe CC (Acrobat, Audition, InDesign, Photoshop, 
Premiere), ATLAS.ti, Dedoose, NVivo, STATA
Languages. Russian (conversational, native)
Critical Media. Video and performance inform/inspired all of my 
work (see: tackiness, autobiography, research, ethics, remoteness).
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Doctor of Science Candidate in Social & Behavioral Sciences and Critical Media Practice
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I’m an Applied Humanist with 9+ years of experience using any media necessary to explore, discover, design, implement, and evaluate a variety of programs, 
products, and initiatives for the social good, with an affinity for team-based strategy and hyper-transparency of the research process. Following design think-
ing, grounded theory, and participatory approaches, I like to move between NVivo, STATA, and Adobe to analyze observations, interviews, surveys, minutes, 
diaries, archives, and video-documentation using methods from ethnography (inc. performance ethnography, autoethnography, and team-based ethnogra-
phy), phenomenology, portraiture, narrative, and psychometrics in mixed- or exploratory/explanatory-sequential designs, and further influenced by theories 
from behavioral science, sociology, anthropology, civic education, aesthetic philosophy, and art. My coursework, research, fellowships, and teaching experienc-
es stretch across the frontiers of the applied and theoretical sides of the arts, sciences, and humanities, including idea translation, art/science, and making.

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/social-and-behavioral-sciences/connect-with-students/
http://cmp.gsas.harvard.edu/project/alen-agaronov/
https://shine.sph.harvard.edu/worker-health-well-being-supply-chain
https://pz.harvard.edu/projects/creating-communities-of-innovation
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/chl/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/chl/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/kirsten-davison/rise-shine-sleep-health-in-infancy-early-childhood/
http://mahindrahumanities.fas.harvard.edu/content/medicine-words-cultural-agents
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/public-health-practice-resources/for-students/rose-service-learning-fellowship/spring-2019-fellows/
https://ecsp.gse.harvard.edu/people/alen-agaronov
http://cmp.gsas.harvard.edu/project/alen-agaronov/
https://creativedisturbance.org/series/mediterranean-imaginaries/
https://www.alenagaronov.com/i-cant-stop-working
https://www.alenagaronov.com/play-drive
https://www.alenagaronov.com/mediterranean-imaginaries
https://www.alenagaronov.com/on-bureaucracy
https://www.alenagaronov.com/wheres-the-remote
http://www.alenagaronov.com

